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1.0 POLICY REFERENCE 
 
CFR  
NFPA  
NIMS  
 
2.0 PURPOSE  
 
This standard operating procedure/guideline addresses First Responder Awareness. 
 
3.0 SCOPE 
 
This SOP/SOG pertains to all personnel in this organization. 
 
4.0 DEFINITIONS 
 
These definitions are pertinent to this SOP/SOG. 
 
5.0 PROCEDURES/GUIDELINES & INFORMATION 
 
5.1 First Responder Awareness:  
 
First responders at the awareness level are individuals who are likely to witness or discover a 
hazardous substance release and who have been trained to initiate an emergency response sequence 
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by notifying the proper authorities of the release. They would take no further action beyond notifying 
the authorities of the release. First responders at the awareness level shall have sufficient training or 
have had sufficient experience to objectively demonstrate competency in the following areas: 
 

• An understanding of what hazardous substances are, and the risks associated with them in an 
incident. 

 
• An understanding of the potential outcomes associated with an emergency created when 

hazardous substances are present. 
 

• The ability to recognize the presence of hazardous substances in an emergency. 
 

• The ability to identify the hazardous substances, if possible. 
 

• An understanding of the role of the first responder awareness individual in the employer's 
emergency response plan including site security and control and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation's Emergency Response Guidebook. 

 
• The ability to realize the need for additional resources, and to make appropriate notifications 

to the communication center. 
 
Hazard identification. All suspected conditions that may pose inhalation or skin absorption hazards 
that are immediately dangerous to life or health (IDLH) or other conditions that may cause death or 
serious harm shall be identified during the preliminary survey and evaluated during the detailed 
survey. Examples of such hazards include, but are not limited to, confined space entry, potentially 
explosive or flammable situations, visible vapor clouds, or areas where biological indicators such as 
dead animals or vegetation are located. 
 
Risk identification. Once the presence and concentrations of specific hazardous substances and health 
hazards have been established, the risks associated with these substances shall be identified. 
Employees who will be working on the site shall be informed of any risks that have been identified. In 
situations covered by the Hazard Communication Standard, 29 CFR 1910.1200, training required by 
that standard need not be duplicated.  
 
Risks to consider include, but are not limited to:  
[a] Exposures exceeding the permissible exposure limits and published exposure levels. 
[b] IDLH Concentrations. 
[c] Potential Skin Absorption and Irritation Sources. 
[d] Potential Eye Irritation Sources. 
[e] Explosion Sensitivity and Flammability Ranges. 
[f] Oxygen deficiency. 


